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Stylistic Rhetorics in Yusuf Story
Dr. Abduh Mohammed Saleh Elhakimi
Associate Professor of Rhetorics, Faculty of Education, Sana‘a University

Abstract:

The present study aims to highlight the rhetorical aspects and structural methods
in Joseph (Yususf) story. The discussion is restricted to the requesting structural
methods and their rhetoric in the well-structured story since the requesting
structural methods are preferred by rhetoricians to non-requesting ones. The
requesting forms include: ordering, discouraging, questioning, wishing, and
calling.

Prior to the main argument, an introduction has been given to Joseph story
including the morals derived, the human evil and good inclinations, and such
incorporated themes as patience, tolerance, and the relief that follows distress.

The structural methods are common in the Holy Quran, namely questioning,
ordering, discouraging, although ordering in Joseph story is the most frequent.

The article is divided into four sections tackling respectively: ordering,
discouraging, questioning, and calling. The study concludes that such methods are
charged with connotations which emphasize their rhetorical rather than semantic
functions. Wishing is excluded due to the lack of textual evidences.

Keywords: Joseph(Yususf), Structural methods, Ordering, Discouraging,
questioning, calling
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