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Abstract:

The present study has applied the semiotic approach to conduct a close study of
the front matter (title, preface and dedication) in Haifa Betar's novel Ahlam
Nazefah (Bleeding Dreams).

It starts by approaching the main title according to the semiotic method of
the American philosopher Charl Sandoz Peirce that deals with deliberative,
semantic and synthetic dimensions.

How expressive the subheadings to their respective sections was also
examined since the subheadings refer to the names of major characters in the
novel.

Thereafter, the study moves to discuss the semiotics of the preface
highlighting two aspects. First, the reader's initial impression and its agreement
with the incidents occurring later on in the novel. Second, its connotative feature
as a signifier having multiple denotations to different readers.

Dedication, however, has been studied first in itself to explain its nature,
and then in relation to the narrative text.
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